
                                   
 
              
                                                
                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Seite 1 von 2 

Power firm's idea for saving time and cash really takes off 
 

A POWER company has invested £3.5 million in two helicopters to help improve electricity supplies in 

Derbyshire. 

 

Western Power Distribution's will use the new aircraft to check power lines for faults and reach areas that 

are difficult to access in a road vehicle – in the Peak District, for example. 

 

 

Piilot Robin Tutcher (left) and observer Alex Nunan with one of Western Power Distribution's new 
helicopters. Left, the aircraft patrols power lines. The company says the helicopters mean faults are fixed 
quickly. 

 

 

Each aircraft is capable of carrying up to six passengers, an observer who identifies and plans the routes, 

and a pilot. 

 

By increasing its fleet to seven aircraft, the company says it is hoping to provide a more flexible and 

reliable service to customers. 

 

Western Power Distribution observer Alex Nunan said the aircraft had previously been used in Germany 

as medical helicopters and had been refurbished with high-tech equipment. 

 

He said: "The latest helicopters have better engines which means they can provide a greater 

performance. 

 

"They can get to problem lines a lot quicker and are time-saving but also cost- effective, as it means we 

can solve the problem at a faster rate." 

 

The helicopter unit, which is based in Bristol, is made up of five pilots, five observers and three engineers. 

 

They carry out line patrols to check for damage and problems with power lines, ranging from 11,000 to 

132,000 volts, covering around 130km each day. 

 

A thermal-imaging camera provides detailed pictures to identify hotspots for faults. 
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The helicopters also help deliver equipment to areas which cannot always be accessed by road vehicles, 

such as in valleys. 

 

Once the problem area has been located, the helicopters can be used for transporting engineers and 

equipment. 

 

Robin Tutcher, Western Power Distribution pilot, said the helicopters proved effective in areas such as 

Derbyshire. He said: "In Derbyshire and the Peaks, it can be very difficult to spot a fault because of the 

terrain but, with the helicopters, we are able to sweep over an area much quicker and deliver service 

more effectively." 

 

Between 2011 and 2015, more than £2 billion will be invested to help improve services. 

 

Mr Tutcher added: "This is to try to keep the network running as smoothly as possible and updated and to 

meet the demands of our customers." 

 

Western Power Distribution operates the electricity distribution network in the Midlands, South Wales and 

in the South West. 

 

It also provides national coverage for companies such as Scottish Power, UK Power Networks and 

Scottish and Southern Electricity. 

 

In 2010 to 2011, the firm's helicopter unit completed a total of more than 2,500 flying hours. 

 

The company delivers electricity to more than 7.6 million customers over a 55,300 square kilometre 

service area and aims to reach any problem within an hour and a half. 

 

Its network consists of about 220,000 kilometres of overhead lines and underground cables and 269,000 

sub-stations. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: http://www.thisisderbyshire.co.uk dated 2012, 30
th
 January 

 


